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then dividing by the total number of workers in 
the trade. 



■ate, that is no more than 
trade earn less and no mon 
f this 



Median Wage: Literally the middle 
half the workers in a 
than half the workers 
figure. 

The 1982 Maine Construction Wage Survey had an initial mailing to 728 
firms. Data from 478 companies was used to produce the 1983 wage determina- 
tions and, subsequently, this publication. The majority of the unused reports 
had fewer than five employees during the second and third weeks of September 
1982- Most of the remaining firms were out of business or no longer operating 
in the State of Maine. 

The overall average hourly wage for 1982 was $7.25. This is based on 
the 10,005 workers covered by the survey, 51.6% of the 19,375 employed in 
the Construction Industry Division in September, 1982. (Employment data 
supplied by the Bureau of Employment Security, Division of Economic Analysis 
and Research) . 
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The Maine Construction Wage Survey is conducted under the Prevailing Wage Rate on 
Construction Projects Law. The major purpose of the survey is to provide accurate hour- 
ly wage information to be used in setting minimum wages by trade for State-financed con- 
struction projects. Under the law, only data from employers having five or more employ- 
ees during the second and third weeks of September is used. After collection and veri- 
fication, state-wide determinations are made for the three types of construction (Build- 
ing, Highway, Heavy & Bridge). When rates for a specific project are requested, Labor 
Market Area rates are developed for those trades which show 10 or more employees in that 
Area and which meet the confidentiality criteria. The rates published herein are pre- 
sented strictly as statistical information. They should not be confused with the rates 
used in any general or specific determination. 

There are two major differences between this data and the determined rates. The 
first is that the industry groups differ significantly. For this publication, the Stand- 
ard Industrial Classification (SIC) system major industry groups are used. Prevailing 
wage determinations, on the other hand, use data from SIC 15 and 17 for Building rates, 
SIC 161 for Highway rates, and SIC 162 for the Heavy and Bridge group. Secondly, by law, 
no rate is set for a trade having less than 10 workers statewide. Data is shown here for 
trades with fewer than 10 workers if it was judged to be 
usable and did not violate confidentiality restrictions... 
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HOURLY WAGE RATES FOR SELECTED CONSTRUCTION TRADES, MAINE, 1982 
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